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Redwood Falls

A COLLABORATION-OVER-COMPETITION MENTALITY
IS THE NEwW APPROACH IN THIS SMALL TOWN

by BRITTANY VANDERBILL

SMALL TOWN of 5,100

people, 115 miles south-

west of Minneapolis, Red-

wood Falls is nestled in the

Minnesota River Valley

National Scenic Byway and
goes by the nickname “the Little Yel-
lowstone of Minnesota.” Visitors here
can enjoy a waterfall or two in Ramsey
Park, situated near the Redwood and
Minnesota rivers.

But, on a recent road trip, I discov-
ered there are hidden gems here beyond
nature’s wonders.

I walked into The Golden Rule Cof-
fee House just as a gentleman enthu-
siastically complimented the baristas
on a superb mocha. Knowing the shop
has been open only a few months, and
knowing they’ve had to hire more staff

to keep up with demand—complete with
lines of customers out the door at times—
I was not surprised.

Tina and Shon Giernet purchased
the building in October 2022—a build-
ing Tina Giernet fondly described as a
“beautifully ugly building with poten-
tial”—and opened for business, with co-
owners Alexis Nelson and Holly Larsen,
in September 2023.

AsIexplored afew of the shops in Red-
wood Falls during a day trip there earlier
this year, I could see the downtown (and,
in effect, the entire town) has equally
beautiful potential. Thanks to new efforts
by the local Discover Downtown group,
businesses are connecting to reinvigorate
the area and shape it into a shopping and
dining destination. The coffee shop’s plush
and cozy seating nooks invited me tolinger,
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but the selections at nearby Rubi’s
Kitchen drewme in forlunch. Perus-
ing the menu while chatting with
vivacious waitress Jena, I was torn
on what to order. Everything from
burgers to lamb is available, but I
settled on a totcho bowl—a quirky
yet delightful mashup of taco salad
and tater tots. Meanwhile, Jena
buzzed around, checking on herreg-
ulars and keeping up a steady stream
of friendly conversation with me,
complete with a little inside scoop
on dreams for her by-appointment
vintage shop called Retro 71.

Many of the downtown shops
operate as occasional or appoint-
ment-only stores, including Keep-
sakes From Kathy. Owner Kathy
Gagopened the shop in 2015, offer-
ing consignment pieces, antiques,
clothing, and repurposed furniture.
A transplant to the town in the
1980s, she straightened merchan-
dise while discussing her collabo-
ration with Overjoyed, another
occasional store.

When I met the owner of Over-
joyed, Amanda Mathiowetz, her
bubbly enthusiasm for the town
and her customers reflected the
shop’s name. Mathiowetz opened
Overjoyed in September 2022 in a

space where she once shopped with her
mother. Today, the shop is artfully curated
with home decor, furniture, and gifts,
including her most popular item: candles
handcrafted by her sister, Emily Wachtler.

Mathiowetz is friends with the owner
of Chapter Two, anew and used bookstore
across the street. Vibrantly hued book-
shelvesline a deceptively small shop that
gradually unfolds its literary treasures
and cozy reading nooks. A collection of
Nancy Drew books whisked me instantly
back to childhood, and I was perhaps
a little too excited to see the generous
historical fiction section arranged by era.

Then there’s Blossom Town, a local
florist outside the downtown area and a
must-visit according to many of the shop
owners. After a mudslide undermined
Blossom Town’s greenhouse in a previous
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location, the shop moved into an old
bowling alley. I was lucky enough to
sneak a peek at two preserved lanes,
now mostly used for storage. Another
homage to Blossom Town’s history can
be found in the two canvas prints greet-
ingvisitors at the entryway, full of pho-
tos and news clippings about the shop
and days gone by. After that, my last
stop was a store within a store—Laney
Lu’s Boutique, awomen’s clothing shop
tucked into the Furniture Mart.

The collaboration-over-competition
mentality here is already paying off for
the town. Groups of shoppers trek in
from Marshall, Minnesota, about 50
minutes away, and even from Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, about a two-hour
drive away. Mathiowetz summed it up
simply: “We all do well when we help
one another. We are not competing.”

This may simply be the small-town
way. It’s clear that Mathiowetz and the
other owners are in it for something
beyond sales. Mathiowetz used to visit
the town as a child with her grandma,
thinking it was “the coolest place ever.”
She describes her journey, now owning
abusiness in Redwood Falls, as coming
“full circle.” And Giernet’s vision for
the coffee shop is for it to be a commu-
nity gathering space. That’s practically
areality, with private events and anew
music-and-mocktails evening open
to the public.

As Discover Downtown tries out
new ideas, such as designating one
day per week for most of the shops
to be open, it is evident that business
owners and residents of Redwood
Falls are working together to become
a destination. The fantastic mochas
don’t hurt either. O
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SPECIAL
OCCASIONS
call for
VERY
SPECIAL ICE

WINE BAR WITH HAPPY HOUR PRICING ALL DAY!

- BEST SANDWICHES IN THE TWIN CITIES! |

"MN'S LARGEST SELECTION OF THC, |
WINE BEER & SPIRITS'
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LIQUORS
& MARKET

South Lyndale Liquors & Market

5516 Lyndale Ave S
(612) 827-5811
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